
                                                                                     Paula Symonds Early Years Phase Lead: 03.12.2022 
 

Nursery Curriculum Information 

 

Term 3 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
Welcome back to another exciting term of fun and learning in our wonderful Nursery setting. Our 
learning begins with the question ‘What is Love?’ The theme of love lends itself to many of the 
aspects within the developmental areas of learning, in particular children’s personal, social and 
emotional development, communication and language and understanding the world. 
 
The children will be invited to share their thoughts and explore ideas relating to the feelings of love. 
They will be encouraged to link similarities within their family experiences and explore creative ways 
to express love, using colour, words and song.  
 
The children will be introduced to stories that will help them to gain a greater insight into how 
emotions are linked with feelings and the different ways in which feelings can be expressed.       
Below is a selection of books that we will be sharing with your children throughout the term. 
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The Power of Sensory Play and Language Development 

All planning for learning is centred upon the development of children’s speaking, listening and 
understanding and is at the heart of everything we do, within our practice and teaching methods. 
 
Nursery staff understand the importance of sensory play, as a key component to the development of 
learning new words and their meanings, how to think, feel and compare environments and objects 
within it. Sensory play experiences allow children the freedom to explore and express themselves, 
whilst embracing the messiness of creative and imaginative play. Research tells us, that when 
children use multiple senses, they learn more deeply from the experience, building and 
strengthening pathways, for greater memory and recall.  
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Emily Arrow creates literature inspired music for children, cultivating an appreciation and love for 

singing, song writing and literature. The children in our Nursery are familiar with many of the stories 

and songs sung by Emily; she has a website should you wish to explore her music, stories and songs 

at home, with your children. https://www.emilyarrow.com 

The Curriculum 

Communication and Language 

Your children will… 

- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, 

sound, shape, size, movement, quantity, space, time and number.                                                                                     

- Use and learn new vocabulary through the day.                                                                                                                     

- Practise and apply social phrases / Makaton.                                                                                                                            

- Listen with increased attention and respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts 

and feelings.                                                                                                                                                                                             

- Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.                                                                    

- Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”                                                         

- Sing a large repertoire of songs.                                                                                                                                                     

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there...I’ll be the driver.” 

- Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.                                                                                               

- Use longer sentences of four to six words. 

Assessment check point:                                                                                                                                                            

- Are the children using spoken sentences of four to six words e.g. “I want to play with cars” or 

“What’s that thing called?”                                                                                                                                            

- Do the child take part in other pretend play with different roles - being the Gruffalo, for example?                                                                                                                                                               

 

Daily Rhythm and Rhyme Time 

Helping your children to develop a steady beat and learn rhyme is a great way to prepare them for 
learning to read and write. The children have rhyme time sessions throughout their day, designed to 
help them to develop rhythm and beat and get both sides of the brain working, alongside 
strengthening fingers for writing and counting.                                                         
Your children will continue to… 
- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
- Join in with action songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. 
- Keep a steady beat.                                                                                                                                                          
- Clap out the names of objects, family and friends.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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Reading                                                                                                                                                              
The children listen to stories and have access to a wide variety of books which enable them to 

develop an awareness and understanding of word structure, repetition, pattern, rhyme and rhythm. 

Alongside this, they learn new and unfamiliar words within different contexts. 

As children freely select and share picture books with Nursery staff, it is also important that they 
learn the following five key concepts about print: 
- print has meaning 
- print can have different purposes 
- we read English text from left to right and from 
top to bottom 
- the names of the different parts of a book 
- page sequencing       
 

Developing phonological awareness and word reading  
Your children will… 
 
- Learn individual letters by saying the sounds for them:  a, t, i, n, g 
- Recognise the letter shape 
- Name objects 
- Alliteration: objects beginning with the same letter sound 
- Positional / ordinal language 
- Plurals                                                                                                                                                                               

- Memory recall                                                                                                                                                                    

- Sensory play                                                                                                                                                                               

- Practise and clap multi-syllabic words such as ‘iguana’ and ‘octopus’                                                                            

- Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo                                                                                     

- Spot and suggest rhymes    

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 
Your children will continue to… 
- Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them.                                                                                                            
- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.                                                           
- See themselves as a valuable individual.                                                                                                                                           
- Talk about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because…” or “I love it when …”                   
- Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories.                                                                              
- Understand how others might be feeling.                                                                                                                                                            
- Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries for example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man 
in the game, and suggesting other ideas.                                                                                                                    
- Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs 
and disabilities, religion and so on.                                                                                                                                                               
- Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal 
they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them.                                                                                                           
- Show more confidence in new social situations.                                                                                                                   

Assessment check point:                                                                                                                                                   
- Can the children generally negotiate solutions to conflicts in their play? 
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The Colour Monster 
 
- Revisit the text and invite the children to use masks, gesture, facial                                                                        
expressions, sound and movement to express different feelings.  
- Invite the children to think of ways to calm an angry, sad or upset friend.                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                         
Children to be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs:                                                                                        
- Foot ware and coats on and off                                                                                                                                                
- Doing zips up                                                                                                                                                                         
- Healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing                                                                                     
- Use the toilet                                                                                                                                                                                
- Wash and dry hands thoroughly 

Physical Development 
 
Fine motor skills 
- Copy and practise finger movements and other gestures: action rhymes and songs  
- Keep a steady beat  
- Strengthen fingers   
- Clap out e.g. favourite animals / colours                 
- Develop manipulation and control 
- Use one-handed tools and equipment  
- Show a preference for a dominant hand and begin to establish a comfortable grip when holding 
pens, pencils, scissors etc. 
- Enjoy drawing freely 
- Dough Disco 
- Pen Disco 
- Write dance: large physical movements into drawing letter patterns and shapes 
- Colouring and patterns 
- Mark making  
- Sensory play 
- Mat Man: organise shapes and space 
- Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend 
shopping list that starts at the top of the page; ‘m’ for mummy 
- Write some letters accurately  
 

Gross motor skills 
- Show an increasing desire to be independent, such as wanting to feed themselves and dress 
or undress. 
- Eat independently and learn how to use a knife and fork. 
- Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
- Use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm. 
- Kick, throw and catch balls 
- Build independently with a range of appropriate resources.     
- Climb and squeeze themselves into different types of spaces. 
- Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide 
whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width 
- Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a 
small hole they dug with a trowel. 
- Spin, roll and independently use ropes and swings (for example, tyre swings). 
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Mathematics 
Number and Numerical Patterns 

- Opportunities for children to practise and apply concept words linked to: sound, shape, size, 

movement, quantity, space, time and number.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

- Take part in finger rhymes / counting songs.                                                                                                                            

- Count physical movement, sound and objects.                                                                                                                                  

- Experiment with body actions and make marks to represent corresponding values using 

whiteboards and pens (lines, dots, crosses etc. not written numerals).                                                                                                   

- Sort and group objects starting with using identical objects with different colour and then onto non 

identical objects.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

- Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers e.g. ‘1-2-3-5’                                                                                   

- When secure with dot value to 5, begin to match numerals and amounts for example, showing the 

right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.                                                                                                                            

- Model and practise placing dot cards in order of value.                                                                                                        

- Begin to solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.                                                            

- Discuss mathematical ideas throughout the day such as… I think Jasmin has got more crackers…”                   

- Support children to solve problems using fingers, objects and marks e.g. “There are four of you, but 

there aren’t enough chairs….”                                                                                                                                          

- Draw children’s attention to differences and changes in amounts, such as those in stories like ‘The 

Enormous Turnip’ ‘Three Little Pigs’ ‘Goldilocks and the three Bears.’                                                                          

- Continue to make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.                              

- Compare quantities using language: more than, fewer than.                                                                                    

- Place dot cards in order of value and count /match corresponding amounts.                                                                        

- Develop 1-1 correspondence; touch and count / left to right                                                                                                  

- Ten bars / frames                                                                                                                                                                     

- Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there 

are in total: cardinal principle.                                                                                                                                         

- Encourage children in their own ways of recording (for example) how many balls they managed to 

throw through the hoop.                                                                                                                                                

- Provide numerals nearby for reference e.g. wooden numerals in a basket or a number track on the 

fence.                                                                                                                                                                                        

- Complete simple puzzles                                                                                                                                                       

- Encourage children to notice patterns and arrange things in patterns and colour sequence.                        

-Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes; circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids, using informal 

and mathematical language: sides, corners, straight, flat, round. 

Understanding the World                                                                                                            
 
- Weather board: day/ month/ weather/ climate / Birthdays 
- Talk about members of their immediate family and extended families. 
- Practise describing what they see, hear and feel, whilst outside. 
- Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials indoors and outside including 
Forest School. 
- Make connections between the features of their family and other families. 
- Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of animal: our pets and ourselves. 
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- Continue developing an understand for the need to respect and care for the natural environment 
and all living things. 
- Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

-  Listen with increased attention and respond to what they have heard, expressing thoughts and 
feelings. 
- Remember and sing entire songs 
- Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down / down and up) of familiar songs. 
- Express ideas and feelings through making marks and give meanings to the marks they make. 
- Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear - link with 
The Colour Monster.                                                                                                                                                                
- Continue to create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent 
objects. 
- Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including 
details; Mat Man / white boards. 
- Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools. 
- Explore colour and colour mixing encouraging the children to talk about what’s happening. 
-  Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes. 
- Begin to explore a range of sound makers and instruments and use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. Model vocabulary of marks e.g. zig-zag and include using voice: intonation 
(rise and fall of pitch) with action of movement. 
- Manipulate, join and play with different materials and explore textures. 
- Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials. 
- Make simple models which express their ideas. 
- Continue to take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even 
though they are not similar. 
- Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls 
houses, etc. 
- Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with 
different buildings and a park. 
 

Forest School and Farm Visits                                                                                                                                                       
The children love visits to the farm and forest school. Planned sessions support children’s physical 

skills, enhancing learning experiences with nature and animals. 
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