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Reception Curriculum Information  

Term 3 

 Planet  earth, Space  and  Transport 
 
 
 
                          
 

 
 
 
Welcome back to another exciting term of fun and learning in our wonderful Reception 
setting. Our learning begins with the question “How do we get there?” Planet earth, travel 
and space will become the themes for exploring contrasting localities and to compare 
environments. The children will share their knowledge, experience and understanding of the 
world around them. They will be encouraged to ask and answer questions which will support 
the children to lead their own lines of enquiry and represent their ideas using drawing and 
writing. The Reception team will be organising an aeroplane day, where the children will use a 
combination of role play and imagination and venture into different Countries. 
 
The children will learn the story of Chinese new year. They will engage in a variety of activities, 
which support the continuation of developing an awareness of similarities between 
themselves and how other communities celebrate.  
 
 
 
 

 

Communication and Language 
Speaking before Reading 

  
 
The involvement of listening and storytelling assists in developing the flow of speech and the 
habit of sitting, listening, concentrating and following a line of thought. Acting out stories 
using the physical environment and role play, alongside using repetitive and familiar texts, 
strengthens children’s memory and ability to recall and understand story structure.  Children 
are encouraged to use speaking to share ideas from experience and imagination, extending 
their own story ideas alongside book sharing and formal reading methods.     
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Here are some of the stories that will be shared this term.  
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The children practise story language, learn new vocabulary and the composition of narrative, 
alongside representing ideas using actions and drawing. They move on from ‘telling’ to 
representing ideas pictorially and then into writing. The more familiar they are with the story, 
the more confident they are to express and apply their ideas. If you have any of these books 
at home, please read and share them together, or as an alternative, visit YouTube and hear 
the stories being read. 

                                                                                                                          

Curriculum and Learning 

Communication and Language                                                                                                                                 
Focus: Use of language to make greater links between experience and new learning and to 

speak in full sentences.                        

Some children will continue to…                                                                                                                                                 

- Understand in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, shape, 

size, movement, quantity, space, time and number.                                                                                                    

- Sensory play focus: vocabulary linked to concepts.                                                                                      

- Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.                                                                            

- Develop social phrases: good morning/ how are you?                                                                                      

- Use new vocabulary through the day.                                                                                                                                          

- Engage in story times.                                                                                                                                                    

- Learn rhymes, poems and songs.                                                                                                                           

- Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.                                                    

- Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus...  you sit there...                               

I’ll be the driver.”                                                                                                                                                           

- Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.                                  

Observation Check Point                                                                                                                                             
- Can the children use sentences joined up with words like ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? For example: 

“I like ice cream because it makes my tongue shiver”                                                                                                               

- Are the children using the future and past tense: “I am going to the park” and “I went to the 
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shop”?                                                                                                                                                                             

-  Can the children answer simple ‘why’ questions?      

Other children will…                                                                                                                                                  
- Practise and apply vocabulary linked to concept words, strengthening links with knowledge 
and understanding.                                                                                                                                        
- Describe and explain properties/ qualities of materials and objects: sensory play.                      
- Engage in non-fiction books.                                                                                                                                 
- Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.            
- Describe events in some detail.                                                                                                                                
- Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.                                                                       
- Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.                                                         
- Chop and talk: developing thinking for reasoning; comparative language, fewer and more 
concepts.   
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                              

Literacy                                                                                                                                                                     
 
Some children will continue to…                                                                                                                              
 
- Name nouns: objects and pictures.                                                                                                                   
- Apply plurals using object examples.                                                                                                                    
- Apply syllables into long and short words.                                                                                                                           
- Spot and suggest rhyme.                                                                                                                                                        
- Sing rhymes.                                                                                                                                                                              
- Apply alliteration to common nouns.                                                                                                                   
- Develop awareness of opposite words.                                                                                                                            
- Develop flow of speech, use of intonation and repetition in spoken sentences.                              
- Practise story language developing new vocabulary alongside representing ideas using 
objects, marks, drawing and writing.                                                                                                                        
- Pictures/puppets/ props to recall texts and rhymes.                                                                                                           
- Children’s own stories stimulated by books, objects and ideas.                                                                                               
- Greater use of vocabulary in spoken sentences.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
- Begin to apply concept words in spoken sentences to explain.                                                                                   

Other children will…                                            
- Use a wider range of vocabulary in spoken sentences. 

- Identify plurals: objects and spoken words.                               

- Sequence familiar stories and extend using own ideas and experience.                                                                    

- Recount story sequences accurately.                                                                                                                      

- Practise story language developing new vocabulary alongside representing ideas using 

objects, marks, drawing and writing.                                                                                                                         

- Respond to questions and begin to explain ideas logically.  

Word Reading                                                                                                                                   
Develop an understanding of the five key concepts about print:                                                                  

1. print has meaning                                                                                                                                                      
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2. print can have different purposes                                                                                                                              

3. we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom                                                                                  

4. the names of the different parts of a book                                                                                                               

5. page sequencing                                                                                                                                                     

- Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter sound 

correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.                                                                                   

- Interpret read text.                                                                                                                                                                

- Ask questions about the book.                                                                                                                                     

- Respond and answer questions with understanding.                                                                                                 

- Share own stories stimulated by books, objects and ideas.               

 

Phonics: Little Wandle 
- Hear and say the phonemes for digraphs/ trigraphs and read corresponding graphemes: 

Revisit Phonemes: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, 

ch, sh, th, ng, nk                                                                                                                                                                 

Phase 3: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, er and words with double letters: dd, 

mm, tt, bb, rr, gg, pp, ff 

Focus:                                                                                                                                                                                    

- Oral blending                                                                                                                                                

- Catch phrase                                                                                                                                                                              

- Decode new words                                                                                                                                                                      

- Definition and sentences                                                                                                                                              

- Read the sentence                                                                                                                                                         

- Decode longer words 

Read words from sight:                                                                                                                                      
is, as, the, I, put, pull, full, and, push, was, you, they, into, my, by, all, no, go, so, are, sure, 

pure, are, she, he, me, we, be, of    

                                                                                                                                               

Physical Development                                                                                                             

Fine Motor and Writing                                                                                                                                                          

- Dough Disco - strengthen fingers and hand / body coordination.                                                                                                                                                                      
- Mat man: apply shapes to represent people drawings.                                                                                        
- Mark making/ drawing/ tripod grip/ name writing / hand writing; letter families. 
- Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letters.  
- Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences, using a capital 
letter and full stop. 
- Text and sentence structure: re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 
- Contextual play writing.  
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- Story maps; move on from ‘telling’ to developing story structure; representing ideas 

pictorially and then into writing. 

Skills and Coordination   

- Eat independently and learning how to use a knife and fork. 
- Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing. 
- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed: putting coats on and doing. 
up zips, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly. 
 

Observation Check Point: 
- Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: 
1. lining up and queuing 
2. mealtimes 
3. personal hygiene 
 

Sensory and Creative Play Stations                                                                                                                                                                     
- Sensations and textures                                                                                                                                            
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                     
- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                              
- Scissors: cutting/ snipping/ shaping                                                                                                                        
- Ripping/ tearing                                                                                                                                                            
- Threading/ joining/ sticking/                                                                                                                                         
- Scrunching / moulding/ shaping/ squashing/ manipulating 
- Smudging/ rubbing 
- Building/ balancing                           
- Knives: chopping 
- Sieving 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Gross Motor Skills                                                                                                                                                             

- Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone 

and in a group.                                                                                                                                                                  

- Match children’s developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, 

they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.                        

- Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to 

enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.                                                                                                                                           

Continue to…  

- Take part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in team.                                                                                                                                                                                    

- Develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 

Observation check point:                                                                                                                                         
- Are the children increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of 
movements which are related to music and rhythm?            
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Within our continuous provision the children have opportunities to visit the mindfulness area. 

This is a reflective space where children can sit quietly and engage in sensory and empathy 

play. They also learn how they can use listening and breathing to help them to feel calm, 

including a beautiful yoga song with actions, please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmXL821PklY 

The children will…                                                                                                                                                                   
- See themselves as a valuable individual 
- Manage their own needs 
- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas 
- Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community 
- Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting 
- Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can 

be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Zones of Regulation                                                                                                                                  

Throughout the day the children are encouraged to visit the ‘zones of regulation’ displayed in 

each classroom. They place a photograph of themselves onto a corresponding feeling and this 

really supports them in developing their emotional literacy. This term the children will 

continue practising: 

- Talking about and managing emotions and behaviour: self-regulation 
- Expressing feelings and begin to understand how others might be feeling                                                     
- Recognising and managing which zone they are in 
- Children begin to consider/ identify activities as a tool for individual self-calming  

                                                                                                                                                                
Growth mind-set                                                                                                                                                          
- Engagement jar: collaborative reward 
                                                                                                                                                                                 

Core Practice                                                                                                                                                                  
- Belly breathing: bottles/ fingers to support transition times      

Learning Buddies                                                                                                                                                               
- Play in pairs and small groups together                                                                                                                                          
- Turn taking                                              
- Negotiate in play 
 

Key Texts: Acts of Kindness                                                                                                                                                                     
- Is that what friends do?                                                                                                                            

- Be a friend                                                                                                                                                                 

Emily Arrow: song to support this story visit link below    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xr1gm5gIG4Y                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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Mathematics 

Number focus: 7 -10 / Numerical Patterns                                                                                                                                                        
- Count and match identical objects with corresponding values presented on dot cards.                                  

- Count and match non-identical objects with corresponding values presented on dot cards 

and written numerals.                                                                                                                                           

- Take part in finger rhymes / number songs.                                                                                                  

- Children make marks to represent corresponding values using whiteboards and pens.                                       

- Invite the children to say what’s happening as they represent 5 using marks. Invite them to 

rub each mark out, as a song is sung. Model / Invite them to say what’s happening as marks 

are removed.                                                                                                                                                                

- Show small quantities in familiar patterns; dot cards and dice and random arrangements for 

children to subitise.                                                                                                                                                   

- Play games which involve quickly revealing and hiding numbers of objects.                                              

- Encourage children to show a number of fingers ‘all at once’, without counting.                                                  

- Link numerals with it’s with cardinal number value.                                                                                           

- Display numerals in order alongside dot quantities or tens frame arrangements.                                                              

- Play card games such as snap or matching pairs with cards where some have numerals and 

some have dot arrangements.                                                                                                                                                   

- Discuss the different ways children might record quantities (for example, scores in games), 

such as tallies, dots and using numeral cards.                                                                                                                                     

- Describe a familiar route.                                                                                                                                       

- Use spatial words in play, including ‘in’, ‘on’, ‘under’, ‘up’, ‘down’, ‘besides’ and ‘between’ 

e.g. “Let’s put the troll under the bridge and the billy goat beside the stream.”                                        

- Set up obstacle courses, interesting pathways and hiding places for children to play with 

freely. When appropriate, ask children to describe their route and give directions to each 

other.                                                                                                                                                                              

- Discuss position in real contexts e.g. how to shift the leaves off a path, or sweep water away 

down the drain.                                                                                                                                                                 

- Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity by talking 

with children about their everyday ways of comparing size, length, weight and capacity. Model 

more specific techniques, such as lining up ends of lengths and straightening ribbons, 

discussing accuracy: “Is it exactly…?”                                                                                                                           

- Explore same and different concepts, by encouraging children to play freely with blocks, 

shapes, shape puzzles and shape-sorters; “What is the same and what is different?”                                        

- Number Blocks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

Understanding the World 
- know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 
- Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries.                                                                                                                                                                      
- Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
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- Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 
- Develop storylines in their pretend play. 
- Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 
- Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 
- Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details. 
- Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 
- Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 
- Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
- Join different materials and explore different textures. 

 
Our Space Poem   
 
The sun is like 
a gold balloon 
 
the moon 
a silver pearl 
 
the earth is like 
a marble blue 
 
the milky way                                                                     
a creamy swirl. 
 
If stars are like                                                                   Art work by the magnificent Eric Carle 
those little boats 
 
Afloat a sea 
of night 
 
the dark is when 
a hand comes down 
 
and switches  
off the light! 
 
by James Carter 
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