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Reception Curriculum Information  

Term 4 

 Growing and Changing 
 
 
 
                          

 
Our topic for learning this term is all about the changes that are taking place, moving from 
winter into spring time and we will begin this journey by introducing the children to a 
wonderful traditional poem. The children will continue to recognise some environments that 
are different to the one in which they live and understand the effect of changing seasons on 
the natural world around them. They will explore their environment to look for signs of spring, 
make close observations of nature, including tadpoles changing into froglets! The children will 
be using information books to help to find out more about the life cycles of different animals 
and consider what animals need to grow and stay healthy. They will explore the different 
conditions, to enable plants to grow successfully and will also learn the importance of having 
instructions to help organise their actions. The children will also be encouraged to talk about 
people who are important to them and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Communication and Language 

Speaking before Reading 

The children are encouraged to use speaking to recall familiar stories and use their 

imagination to extend story ideas and engage in book sharing, alongside formal reading 

sessions. The use of questions supports children to link new ideas with experience and the 

development of critical and logical thinking for verbal reasoning. The children practise story 

language, learn new vocabulary and the composition of narrative, alongside representing 

ideas using actions, marks and drawing leading into writing. Below are some of the texts that 

the children will be exploring his term.  
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Poetry                                                                                                                   
Learning poems together is an enjoyable way of experiencing the play of language and 

supports all aspects of early literacy skills. This term our focus will be to learn and perform 

using actions, a traditional spring poem. Planned activities will support the development of 

extending children’s knowledge and understanding of world, by making links with their 

experiences and new learning. Research also shows us that the more poems children hear and 

recite, the more capable they become of recognising and memorising patterns, a vital part of 

early maths. 

Traditional Folk Poem                                                  Key Vocabulary to support activities:                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                          Daisies, Lilies, Daffodils                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Spring is coming, spring is coming,                             Feather 
Little birdies build their nests.                                     Straw 
Weave together straw and feather, 
Doing each your best. 
 
Spring is coming, spring is coming,                      
Little flowers are waking, too. 
Daisies, lilies, daffo-dillies 
Now are coming through. 
 
Spring is coming, spring is coming, 
All around us is fair. 
Shimmer, glimmer on the meadow, 
Joy is everywhere. 
                                                                                                                            Artwork by Mark Hearld 

Activity ideas for home learning                                                                                                                        
 
I Spy Birds and Song  
Invite your children to sing you the spring poem, using actions and learn it together. 
 
During spring time, you will often hear birds singing and this is such a great opportunity to get 
your children to stay quiet and listen.  
You could:  

 Go for a walk within your local area, or on your way to the shops and ask your children 
to listen out for bird song. If they hear a bird, ask them to point to where the sound 
came from; did it come from the sky? A tree? A roof? The ground? A bush? This could 
turn into a turn taking guessing game, encouraging your children to name the physical 
things that they can see around them. 

 Do all birds sound the same?   

 Do all birds look the same? which birds do you recognise?  
Feathers: 

 Pick up feathers that are on the ground and make a collection.  

 Use the feathers to make your own little bird nests. As you work, say the spring poem 

together. Use pipe cleaners to twist around feathers to make a mobile. 
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Curriculum 

Communication and Language 
 
Some children will… 
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes, poems and experience 
- Use new vocabulary in different contexts 
- Describe and explain concepts/ properties/ qualities of materials and objects: sensory play.                       
- Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things 
work and why they might happen 
- Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives 
- Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact 
repetition and some in their own words 
- Sing a large repertoire of songs 
- Chop and talk: developing thinking for calculating / comparative language for problem 

solving 

Other children will…                                                                                                                                                  
- Practise and apply vocabulary linked to concept words, strengthening links with their 
knowledge and understanding                                                                                                                                        
- Describe and explain properties/ qualities of materials and objects: sensory play                      
- Engage in non-fiction books                                                                                                                                 
- Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.            
- Describe events in some detail                                                                                                                                
- Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding                                                                       
- Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary                                                        
- Chop and talk: developing thinking for reasoning; comparative language, less/more 
concepts   
                                                                                                                                            

Literacy                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                      
Some children will…                                                                                                                              
- Use a wider range of vocabulary in spoken sentences 

- Identify plurals: objects and spoken words                               

- Sequence familiar stories and extend using own ideas and experience                                                                    

- Recount story sequences accurately                                                                                                                      

- Practise story language developing new vocabulary alongside representing ideas using 

objects, marks, drawing and writing                                                                                                                         

- Respond to questions and begin to explain ideas logically                                                               

Other children will…                                                                                                                                        
- Use a wide range of vocabulary in spoken sentences 
- Identify nouns and plurals in spoken sentences                        
- Represent and sequence ideas using objects, marks, drawing and writing                
- Respond to questions and explain ideas logically 
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Word Reading                                                                                                                                   

Develop an understanding of the five key concepts about print:                                                                  

1. print has meaning                                                                                                                                                      

2. print can have different purposes                                                                                                                              

3. we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom                                                                                  

4. the names of the different parts of a book                                                                                                               

5. page sequencing                                                                                                                                                     

- Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter sound 
correspondences 
- Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment                                                                                                                                                                  
- Respond and answer questions with understanding                                                                                                 
- Interpret read text 
- Sequence familiar stories and extend using own ideas and experience 
- Recount story sequences accurately                                                                                                                                      
- Answer silly questions; encouraging verbal reasoning                 

 
Phonics: Little Wandle 

- Hear and say the phonemes for digraphs/ trigraphs and read corresponding graphemes 

Phonemes: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, 

th, ng, nk                                                                                                                                                                 

Phase 3: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, er and words with double letters: dd, 

mm, tt, bb, rr, gg, pp, ff 

Focus:                                                                                                                                                                                     
- Oral blending 
- Decode new words  
- Decode longer words                                                                                                                                                                     
- Definition and sentences 
- read / write the sentence 
                                                                                                                                                                         

Read words from sight:                                                                                                                                      

is, as, the, I, put, pull, full, and, push, was, you, they, into, my, by, all, no, go, so, are, sure, 

pure, are, she, he, me, we, be, of                                                                                                                                                

Physical Development                                                                                                             

Fine motor skills and writing - wrist pivot and grip                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
- Marks/ drawing/ tripod grip/ name writing / hand writing; letter families 
- Form lower-case and capital letters correctly 
- Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letters (GPC’s) 
- Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences 
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others 
- Begin to use punctuation: capital letter / full stop / finger spaces 
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- Story maps; move on from ‘telling’ to developing story structure; representing ideas 
pictorially and then into writing 
- Show ideas using drawing to represent thoughts and extend story ideas in response to ideas, 
information and narratives 
- Contextual play writing  
                                                                                                                                                                                

Sensory and Creative Play Stations: wrist pivot and grip                                                                                                                                             

- Sensations and textures                                                                                                                                            

- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                     

- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                              

- Scissors: cutting/ snipping/ shaping                                                                                                                        

- Ripping/ tearing / snapping                                                                                                                                                            

- Threading/ joining/ sticking/                                                                                                                                         

- Scrunching / moulding/ shaping/ squashing/ manipulating                                                                          

- Smudging/ rubbing / grating                                                                                                                               

- Building/ balancing                                                                                                                                                

- Knives: chopping                                                                                                                                                        

- Sieving 

Gross Motor Skills                                                                                                                                                            
- Upper body: shoulder and elbow pivot: mops, brooms, wall rolling and brushing- Further 
develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting 
and aiming                                                                                                                                                                       
- Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying 
large hollow blocks 
- Continue to develop movement and balancing riding scooters, trikes, bikes, walking planks  
 
PE Lessons  
- Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are 
related to music and rhythm 
- Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility 
 
Life skills and Coordination                                                                                                                                                               

- Eat independently and learning how to use a knife and fork                                                                           

- Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing                                                                          

- Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed: putting coats on and doing. 

up zips, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly 

                                                                                                                                                                              
Observation Check Point: 
Further develop independent skills they need to manage the school day successfully:                               

- Lining up and queuing                                                                                                                                                

- Mealtimes                                                                                                                                                                              

- Toileting and managing personal hygiene    
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Within our continuous provision the children have opportunities to visit the mindfulness area. 

This is a reflective space where children are encouraged to sit quietly and engage in sensory 

and empathy play. They also learn how they can use listening and breathing to help them to 

feel calm, including yoga songs with actions. 

The children will…                                                                                                                                                                    
- Children manage their own needs 
- Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas 
- Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 
- Think about the perspectives of others 
- Build constructive and respectful relationships 
                                         
My Body: 
Pantasaurus / What I know about my body  
                                                                                                                                                                         

Zones of Regulation                                                                                                                                  

Throughout the day the children are encouraged to visit the ‘zones of regulation’ displayed in 

each classroom. They place a photograph of themselves onto a corresponding feeling and this 

really supports them in developing their emotional literacy. This term the children will 

continue practising: 

- Express their feelings and understand how others might be feeling                                                     
- Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally 
- Children to reflect upon their action choices and make links with how they are feeling 
 
Growth mind-set 
- Engagement jar:                             
collaborative reward 
 
Core Practice                    
- Belly breathing: bottles/ fingers to support transition / introduce and build upon short 
meditations      
 
Learning Buddies                                                                                                                                                                
- Work in pairs and small groups together                                                                                                                    
- Turn taking                                              
- Negotiate in play 
 
Key Texts: Empathy                      
- It’s ok to make mistakes  
Tod Parr                         
- Tadpoles Promise 
Jeanne Willis 
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Mathematics 

Place value and Counting: Some children will continue to: 
- Take part in finger rhymes / number songs encouraging children to represent number ideas 
in their own way. 
- Order Numicon, dot cards and numerals up to 5 and then progressing up to 10. 
- Count and match objects to corresponding value and/or written numerals using identical 
objects and then progressing onto non identical objects. 
- Show small quantities in familiar patterns; dot cards and dice and random arrangements for 
children to subitise.                                                                                                                                                    
 
 Number and Numerical Patterns                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
- Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’  
- Use vocabulary like ‘morning’, ‘afternoon’, ‘evening’ and ‘night-time’, ‘earlier’, ‘later’, ‘too 
late’, ‘too soon’, ‘in a minute’ 
- Explore the composition of numbers within 10 
- Focus on composition of 2, 3, 4 and 5 before moving onto larger numbers 
- Provide a range of visual models of numbers: for example, six as double three on dice, or the 
fingers on one hand and one more, or as four and two with ten frame images 
- Model conceptual subitising: “Well, there are three here and three here, so there must be 
six” 
- Emphasise the parts within the whole: “There were 8 eggs in the incubator. Two have 
hatched and 6 haven’t yet hatched.” 
- Plan games which involve partitioning and recombining sets. For example, throw 5 beanbags, 
aiming for a hoop. How many go in and how many don’t? 
- Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers  

- Provide ‘staircase’ patterns which show that the next counting number includes the previous 
number plus one  
- Make predictions about what the outcome will be in stories, rhymes and songs if one is 
added, or if one is taken away 
- Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes 
within it, just as numbers can: 
- Investigate how shapes can be combined to make new shapes: for example, two triangles 
can be put together to make a square.  
- Encourage children to predict what shapes they will make when paper is folded 
- Wonder aloud how many different ways there are to make a hexagon with pattern blocks 
- Find 2D shapes within 3D shapes, including through printing and/ or shadow play 
- Number Blocks - visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

 

Understanding the World 
- Continue to recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 
- Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them 
- Plant seeds and care for growing plants 
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal 
- Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties 
- Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
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Expressive Arts and Design 
 
- Continue to develop storylines in pretend play 
- Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises 
- Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc. 
- Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know 
- Continue to develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them 
- Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings 

 
 


