
Reception Curriculum Information  

Term 5 

 Who  lives  in  our  Community? 
 

 
This term the children will deepen their knowledge and understanding of the world around 
them, with a particular focus upon learning about the important jobs that people do, within 
our community. During adult visits, the children will practise developing speaking skills; 
practising composing questions, whilst increasing their awareness of how questions will 
enable them to find out more information. In addition, they will be encouraged to respond to 
questions, share information and explain ideas linked to different types of jobs, including 
family members and people they know in the community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                             
Our Reading Focus 
Our main focus for reading this term, is continuing to develop the children’s reading skills, in 
particular, word reading. Skilled word reading, involves both the speedy working out of the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. 
Please refer to the phonics section below, which highlights the expected number words, to be taught 
and learnt. 
 
Alongside this, the children will continue to develop five key concepts:  

 

 Print has meaning 

 Print can have different purposes 

 We read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 

 The names of the different parts of a book        

 Page sequencing                                                                                                                                                                                
 
The children will engage in book sharing, using picture and reading scheme books and continue to 
practise the following reading skills: 
 

 Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter sound 
correspondences  

 Re-read books to build up children’s confidence in word reading, their fluency and  
      understanding and enjoyment 

 Interpret read text, responding and answering questions with understanding    

 Share own stories stimulated by books, objects, experiences and ideas                                                                                   

 Sequence familiar stories and extend using own ideas 

 Recount story sequences accurately                     

 Make up and answer silly questions; encouraging verbal reasoning    
  



 
Phonics Supporting Word Reading 

 
Read 49 common exception ‘Tricky’ words:  
I, the, put, full, pull, push, and, as, has, is, his, her, go, no, so, to, into, of, she, he, we, be, me, my, by, 
was, you, they, all, are, sure, pure, said, have, like, some, come, love, do were, here, little, says, there, 
when, what, one, out, today. 
 
Phonics 
The children engage in daily phonics and are learning to read and write words which contain the 
following letter patterns. The children orally segment and blend these sounds to read and write 
words.   
Phase 2 
           s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l, ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, nk 
Phase 3 

ch,  sh,  th (long), th (short),  ng,  ai,  ee,  igh,  oa,  oo (long), oo (short),  ar,  or, er,  ur,  ow,  oi,  
ear,  air,  ure 

 

Fine Motor and Writing Skills 
Alongside phonics the children practise the formation of letters to write words and structure text into 
sentences. 

 Represent and sequence thoughts / ideas using speaking, objects, marks, drawing and writing 

 Tripod grip/ name writing / hand writing; letter families  

 Form lower-case and capital letters correctly 

 Spell: common exception ‘Tricky’ words and apply into sentences                                                                                                                                                 

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with letters and words 
containing short vowels and adjacent consonants: CVC/CVCC/ CCVC/ CCVCC/ CCCVC/ CCCVCC 

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others 

 Punctuation: capital letter / full stop / finger spaces/ question mark/ speech bubble/ think 
bubble 

 Contextual play writing: independent application of letters/words led by self-interest or topic 
For some children: 

 longer words and compound words 

 Words ending in suffixes: ing / ed / id / est 
 

Speaking and Comprehension 
 

 Use because to encourage verbal reasoning and to extend spoken sentences 

 Use a wide range of vocabulary in spoken sentences 

 Identify nouns, plurals, verbs and adjectives in spoken sentences *to extend, include some 
verbs and adjectives  

 Represent and sequence ideas using objects, marks, drawing and writing                   

 Use language to ask questions, offer explanations (logical thinking) reason (critical thinking) 
and initiate further exploration 

 Describe and explain concepts/ properties/ qualities of materials and objects: sensory play                       

 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary 

 Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary 

 Develop thinking for comparative language greater reasoning and problem solving 
 



The Power of Poetry 

Why is it important to teach children poems? 

 Learning poems together is an enjoyable way of experiencing the play of language  

 Reciting poetry creates a close bond between the adult and the child. Saying poems out loud 
emphasises the sounds and rhythms of language or the syllables contained in each word, a 
vital part of learning to read. 

 When reciting a poem with actions, children discover and use new words in an almost 
effortless way. It is as if the rhythm and the structure of the verse give context to these 
unfamiliar phrases. 

 Poetry develops the skill of prediction, where the rhyming structure of the poems allows 
children to guess what word might come next. 

 As children recite poetry, the neurons in their brain light up. By repeating and learning new 
poems regularly, they strengthen their ability for memorising in this way. 

 The more poems children hear and recite, the more capable they become of recognising and 
memorising patterns, a vital part of early maths. 

This term the children will learn a selection of short poems selected from The Poetry Basket 
(https://helicopterstories.co.uk/courses/the-poetry-basket/) 
 
- Pitter Patter 
- Thunderstorm 
- If I Were So Very Small 
- The Fox 
- Under a Stone 
 
The Poetry Project: the length of the poem below is deliberate; it will support the process of children 
creating their own verse, towards collaborative poems.  

 
The Rain - Anonymous                                                 Children make up their own actions 
                                                                                                          To these words… 
Rain on the green grass,                                                              - Rain                                                           
And rain on the tree,                                                                    - Grass 
And rain on the house-top.                                                         - Tree                                  
But not upon me!                                                                         - House-top 
 
 
                                                                  Rain (1984 -9)                  
 
The children will also be introduced to Howard Hodgkin’s painting. They will explore colour and marks 
to represent their ideas about rain 
 

 

 

 

 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Our Focus for this term will be for children to:  
 

 See themselves as a valuable individual 

 Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 

 Think about the perspectives of others 

 Build constructive and respectful relationships 

 Work in pairs and small groups together                                

 Continue to negotiate/ extend plans/ ideas together 
 

Zones of Regulation: self-regulation 

 Express feelings and understand how others might be feeling                                                     

 Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally 

 Actively manage which zone they are in and independently suggest ideas for activities to 
support self-calming               

 
Asking for Help: 

 Explore emergency scenarios; what can we do if we need help? 
 
know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 

 Regular physical activity 

 Healthy eating 

 Tooth brushing 

 Sensible amounts of ‘screen time’ 

 Having a good sleep routine 

 Being a safe pedestrian 
 
Continue developing independent skills they need to manage the school day successfully: 

 Lining up and queuing 

 Mealtimes 

 Toileting and personal hygiene  
 
Within our continuous provision the children have opportunities to visit the mindfulness area. This is a 
reflective space where children sit quietly and engage in sensory and empathy play. The children also 
learn how they can use listening and breathing to help them to feel calm, including hand massage. 
                                                                            

 
Sensory and creative play supporting language, understanding and fine motor skills 

 Using the senses to explore texture                             

 Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                      

 Pots: twist, flip, pull, push 

 Scissors: cut, snip, shape                    

 Thread, join, stick, glue                            

 Smudge, rub, grate 

 Build, stack, balance                           

 Knives: chop, slice, cut 

 Sieve, brush, roll, scrape 

 Rip, tear, scrunch, mould, squeeze, squash       
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 

 
 
Gross motor skills and PE session focus: 

 Mark Making: continue exploring direction of line e.g. diagonal and 2D shapes 

 Upper body: shoulder / elbow pivot: mops, brooms, brushing and wall rolling 

 Continue to develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, 
passing, batting and aiming 

 Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility 

 Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying 
large hollow blocks 

 

Maths focus: 
 Take part in finger rhymes / number songs encouraging children to represent number ideas in 

their own way, using concrete and pictorial 

 Ask and answer questions / describe an order / explain calculations and findings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Compare length, weight and capacity: model comparative language using ‘than’ and 
encourage children to use this vocabulary. For example: “This is heavier than that”                                                                       

 Ask children to make and test predictions. “What if we pour the jugful into the teapot? Which 
holds more?” 

 Use vocabulary: ‘more than’, ‘less than’, ‘fewer’, ‘the same as’, ‘equal to’. Encourage children 
to use these words as well 

 Count verbally beyond 20, pausing at each multiple of 10 to draw out the structure, for 
instance when playing hide and seek, or to time children getting ready 

 Provide images such as number tracks, calendars and hundred squares indoors and out, 
including painted on the ground, so children become familiar with two-digit numbers and can 
start to spot patterns within them 

 Compare numbers: provide collections to compare, starting with a very different number of 
things. Include more small things and fewer large things, spread them out and bunch them up, 
to draw attention to the number not the size of things or the space they take up. Include 
groups where the number of items is the same 

 Distribute items evenly, for example: “Put 3 in each bag,” or give the same number of pieces of 
fruit to each child; make deliberate mistakes to provoke discussion 

 Tell a story about a character distributing snacks unfairly and invite children to make sure 
everyone has the same 

Continue to practice and apply:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
- Count and match non-identical objects with corresponding values presented on picture/dot cards 
and written numerals up to 20 and beyond                                                                                                                  
- Counting in 2’s and 10’s                                                                                                                                                                  
- Order value using dot cards, pictures, numicon, unifix and written numerals                                                                                  
- Create pictorial representations of value and order                                                                                                 
- Estimate number                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Double numbers                                                                                                                                                       



- Halving and sharing                                                                                                                                                   
- Odds and even numbers  
Addition and Subtraction                                                                                                                                         
- Concrete objects/represent value with marks/written numerals                                                                                                                            
- Number bonds using Numicon, Unifix towers, part/whole model 5,6,7,8,9,10                                                                                                                                               
- Combine two groups of non-identical objects together and find the total                                                       
- Add two groups of identical objects together and find the total                                                                             
- Pictorial: record using ten bar and part/whole model / First, Then, Now stories for adding                                                                                                                                                              
- Continue one/two less/ more concepts using a number frame                                                                                   
- Model subtraction stories using concrete, pictorial and mental images  
 - Number Blocks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Expressive Arts and Design focus: 

 Show different emotions in their drawings - happiness, sadness, fear etc. 
 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to 

represent them 

 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express ideas and feelings 

 Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills 

 Poetry Project: Rain 
 

Suggested home learning activities linked to the poem - Rain 
 

 Invite your children to smell rain, especially when it hasn’t rained for a while; as the rain falls 
onto dry soil, it produces an earthy scent called Petrichor.  

 Go for a rainy walk and jump over, count and splash in puddles! 

 Rescue worms! if you see a worm in a puddle take it out and place it onto a grassy area. Only 
hold onto worms for a short time, as they will die if you handle them for too long. 

 Catch raindrops on your tongue. 

 Collect rain water and use bottles, cups, jugs for pouring; play tea parties and making potions. 

 Use felt tip pens to colour pieces of paper and leave outside; what happened to the colours? 
How does the paper feel? How can we dry it out? 

 Place metal pans, tin foil, buckets and/or glass bowls onto a grassy area; can you hear the rain 
music tip tapping? 

 Take off your shoes and walk barefoot. 

 Introduce your children to the wonderful song ‘Singing in the Rain’ by Gene Kelly. 
             https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swloMVFALXw 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                   Paula Symonds EYFS Phase Lead 14.03.23 
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