
Year 5 Curriculum Information 

Term 2 
Welcome back for a new and very busy term. 

 
Below are our class email addresses, should you need to contact us. Alternatively, a message can 
be passed on at the Year 5 door on arrival to school in the mornings.  
5wa@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
5mf@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
5jl@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 
 

Term 2 Topic – Ropes and Railways 
 
This term, we have a local history topic in which we learn a lot about  
Hailsham! 
 
We will be getting the children’s enthusiasm going with our trip, which is 
in the first week back on Wednesday 2nd November. 
 
During the topic, we will be finding out about the history of Hailsham Pavilion and the Cuckoo 
Trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very excited about our Year 5 show, ‘String Town (but so much more), which we will be 
performing to you in the school hall at 2pm on Thursday 24th November. 
 
Other areas of topic-related study are detailed below.  

 

Reading 
Our reading this term will be ‘October, October’ by Katya Balen.  We will also be  
looking at many photographs and reading about how Hailsham has changed using  
‘Hailsham Through Time’. 
 
 
Children should be reading their school reading book every day. Alternatively,  
they can read their own books from home and bring in to school. We have a class  
book for each term, which is used for story-time at the end of the day. Our Term 2 book is ‘Beetle 
Boy’ by M G Leonard.  
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Maths 
In Maths, our focus this term will continue to be addition and subtraction before we move on to 
multiplication and division. Here, we focus on multiples, factors, square numbers, prime numbers 
and multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000.   
 
It is essential that children continue learning times tables.  We will be having a tournament 
between the three classes using Times Table Rockstars to encourage this.  
 
English 
Much of our written work will be topic-based. Pupils will writing about the history of the Pavilion 
and will be finding out about the Hailsham Crest.  For our work using ‘October, October’, we will 
be writing character descriptions and a diary entry. Children will continue to learn spelling, 
grammar and punctuation skills required by the Year 5 curriculum.  
 
Geography 
In Geography, we will be finding out about Ordnance Survey maps and symbols.  We will be using 
the points of the compass for directions and we will be looking at the geography of the British 
Isles and the UK.   
 
Art  
We will be using the work of local artist Jane Robbins as a focus  
and exploring collage. 
 
Science 
In Science this term, we will be studying forces in relation to levers, pulleys and gears. 
 
Computing 
The focus of Computing in Term 2 will be programming. Children will be producing some digital 
art. In addition, the children will be having discrete online safety lessons in class. This term they 
will learning about how to get help online. 
 

Growth Mindset 
 

Our learning power this term is ‘Co-operation’. 
 
 
 
 
 

Honey Bee 
 

I can work effectively with other people. 
I can listen to other people’s opinions respectfully. 

I can use my own strengths and the strengths of others in our learning. 
 

RE 
 
Children will be finding out about the different symbols associated with religious faiths.  They will 
find out about Advent and the symbolism behind the Advent wreath. 
 
 



PE 
 
Pupils should come into school on a Thursday and Friday wearing their PE kit.  Please ensure that 
this complies with our PE uniform policy.  No jewellery should be worn on these days. On a 
Thursday afternoon, dance will form one element of PPA. Children will be improving their skills in 
gymnastics on a Friday morning. 
 

PPA 
 
As well as dance, children will be continuing with computing and music. Our sessions on the 
school farm will now be in Term 5.  A separate message has already gone out about this. 
 

Homework 

Homework is set on Google Classroom.  Children already have their login details. 

 The children will be given weekly spellings which will need to be practised at home. Some 
of these are from the National Curriculum list of statutory words. Others practise spelling 
patterns we are learning at Year 5. Children will be tested on a Friday and will have new 
ones given to them on the same day.  

 Children are expected to read every night for approximately 20-30 minutes.  

 Times tables need to be practiced.  This can be done in many ways including using Times 
Table Rock Stars or Hit the Button. The children will be tested fortnightly on their times 
tables (alternating with 99 club).  

A topic task will be set each term.  This will be an opportunity for children to show off their 
creative skills.   

 


