
Year 2 Curriculum Information 

Term 3- Creatures of the night 

We hope you all had a great half term and enjoyed time together at Christmas as a family. We 

wish you all a very happy New Year.  

 

 

If you have any questions please feel free to email us or contact a member of the year 1 team 

and we will do our very best to help. In addition, you may pass messages to a TA on the door in 

the morning. (We aim to email you back within 24 hours, except at weekends). 

 
 

Now that the weather is getting colder, every child needs to bring a coat to school (please name 

all items of clothing).  

 

 

2ah@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 

2ch@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk 

2ss@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk    

 

                                        

Please name all your child’s items that come into school. This includes: water 

bottles, bookbags, jumpers/cardigans, lunchboxes, sunhats, scarves, gloves, 

plimsoles/shoes and coats.  

 

 

Bookbags: These will be stored in the children's cloak room  

on their pegs. They are expected to bring it in to school every day  

and have their reading book and a reading record inside it.  No toys, keyrings or anything else 

please. Children will not be issued with a reading book if they do not have a schoolbook bag or 

bag.  

Music is on a Wednesday.  

Computing is on a Wednesday. 

Due to staffing, PE is now on a Wednesday and a Friday for this term. 

Children should come into school in their PE kit. Please ensure they are wearing the correct 

kit.  
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Jewellery must not be worn for PE. 

 

 

Water bottles: Children must have a water bottle in school containing 

just water, which will be in their classroom. They can have a separate 

drink for lunchtimes to take with them for their lunch. This can be a 

carton of juice or squash. PLEASE NAME THEM! Please do not fill 

their water bottles with juice.  

Farm school is on a Monday (2SS) Tuesday (2AH) and a Thursday (2CH). 

Children should bring their farm clothing into school on the day their class attends farm 

school (something warm and water proof/wellies/gloves/hat) 
 

Finally, the children will be given many opportunities to bake and 

cook this year to coincide with our topics. We would kindly ask 

that parents contribute to our cooking fund to help support this. 

The contribution is up to you but it is greatly appreciated.  

Our topic and areas for learning this half term  
 

 

 

 

 

This term the creative curriculum will explore ‘Creatures of the Night’ with a focus on nocturnal 

animals and their habitats. We will be learning lots of facts about nocturnal animals and we’ll do some 

factual writing and reporting. We will be reading lots of non fiction books about nocturnal animals too! 

We are reading fiction books I Want My Hat Back and The Bear and the Piano as our main English texts.  

 

SCIENCE: We will be learning about animals, including humans and their offspring. We will also look at 

animal habitats and how the habitats support the their basic needs.  

 

D&T: We will be designing and making wheeled vehicles for a super hero. We will read 

Superbat to help us find inspiration for the vehicle!  

 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY:  

We are looking at seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of cold areas of the 

world in relation to the North and South poles.  

 

ART: We are exploring nocturnal animals by making tonal sketches of them and using different types of 

materials to explore collage.  

 

COMPUTING: In computing, the children will be doing digital photography - learning to use ipads to take 

photos of the farm animals and develop their knowledge of editing and using effects.  

 

RSHE: We will also be looking at the human body and how it changes as we grow in the womb and how 

we continue to grow and change into adults.  

 

 

Maths and English 

Maths and English will be taught daily. English will be made up of Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds phonics, guided reading, handwriting, spelling, grammar and a range of writing activities. 

In Maths we use the White Rose maths schemes of work and are focusing on applying our place 

value knowledge to addition and subtraction within 2 digit numbers and up to 100.   Additionally, 

we will do weekly times tables tests, daily number fluency and practise the skills of each child’s 

level for the 99 club. Children are not expected to reach the 99 club until they are in year 6.  

 

Reading:  

Although your child’s reading book is changed once a week, (some children will have a book for 

2 weeks if they are working on specific vocabulary or reading skills) please remind them, as we 

often do, that they can take a book from the free choice area or even read a book from home! 

Please read with your child and to your child every night. It supports their vocabulary 

development and book talk opens up discussions about retelling, characters, the meaning of new 

vocabulary, prediction of what might happen and how to infer what something may mean.                                                                                        

Share a book 
 

As mentioned in our parent curriculum meeting that we held back in 

September, we would like to invite parents/carers into school on a Tuesday 

morning at 08:45-9.05am for share a book starting on Tuesday 10th of 

January 2023. Please come along and read a book with your child or a small 

group within the class. Younger siblings are very welcome! 
Fantastic start the new topic on Wednesday 11th January 2023 

Creatures of the Night! 

 

Come to school with your PJs day and spend the day preparing your bedtime routine with Percy the 

Park Keeper! Bring along your favourite bedtime book and a cuddly toy to snuggle in to. We will enjoy 



reading, drinking hot chocolate and learning about all the different routines we have before we go to 

sleep. We may even have marshmellows!!  

Growth Mindset 
 

Our whole school learning power for the Term 3 is: 

seeking out a challenge 
and our character that represents that learning behaviour is a Beagle. 

 Looking for a challenge.  

 Working outside your comfort zone. 

 Knowing that if it’s easy, you’re not learning anything new. 

 Knowing that you’re more likely to make some mistakes trying 

something challenging, but that’s how we learn. 

 Having a positive attitude to learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Seeking out a challenge 

 

 
 

The Grovelands Beagle  
Sherlock Bones 

CLASS RULES AND YEAR 2 LEARNING PARTNERS The children in each class have agreed 

some class rules. This helps them to keep them on the ‘green’ (green is good!). If the children 

have shown exceptional behaviour or effort in their work they may be awarded ‘silver’ or 

‘gold’. The children will be given a sticker to celebrate this. Also each week a child from each 

of the year 2 classes will be chosen as a “Learning Partner of the week” and they will receive 

a certificate linked to the learning power “seeking a challenge.”  

CLASS RULES AND YEAR 2 LEARNING PARTNERS 

The children in each class have agreed some class rules. This helps them to keep their name on 

the ‘green’ area of the class behaviour chart (green is good!).  

If the children have shown exceptional behaviour or effort in their work they may be awarded 

‘silver’ or ‘gold’ and get a silver or gold sticker at the end of the day.  

 

Each week the children will be randomly paired up with a new learning partner. This helps to 



develop the children’s relationships with their classmates and ensures that all children are 

involved in whole class discussions.  

 

Also, each week a child from each of the year 2 classes will be chosen as a “Learning Partner 

of the week” and they will receive a certificate linked to the learning power “seeking a 

challenge” 

 

Additionally, every day, a child will be chosen to be “Star of the day” based on positive behaviour 

and their attitude towards their learning. 

 

 
 

Homework 

 Homework: ALL HOMEWORK WILL NOW BE ACCESSED THROUGH 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM APART FROM READING. 

 
 Reading books will be changed once a week after the child has read with their class 

teacher. 

 Google Classroom weekly spellings are uploaded every Wednesday. The children have a 

spelling test every Tuesday. They also have a spelling book they can practise in at home.  

 Please use Purple Mash ‘2Simple Table Toons’ and the BBC ‘Super Movers KS1 Website’ 

to practise time tables.  Please start with the 10 x 

Table, then the 2x table. Please count in groups forward and backwards and use the 

language of groups of and lots off alongside the word multiplication and multiply. 

 
Please also practise times tables and number facts on Numbots for 

10-15 minutes a few times a week.  

The maths’ program, “Numbots” is a great way to support children’s 

counting, addition and subtraction fluency in maths. Letters were 

sent out last term with logins and passwords so the children can 

access this at home (this is also in the inside of their reading record). The response from the 

children has been very positive already! 

We will also add activities on Purple Mash which are linked to the topic. 
 

 


