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What I will know by the end of this topic:. 

- The Ancient Mayans were the longest standing 
civilisation- lasting for around 3,000 years.

- They helped develop our understanding of space, 
mathematics and language. They helped discover zero !

-They were strong believers in sacrifice and would even 
sacrifice human beings as an offering to their gods.

-The Mayans used temples as part of their rituals when 
communicating with their gods.

-They lived in city states.

-They had many gods.

Timeline

What I know already:
- The Ancient Egyptians used 

hieroglyphics when writing and 

constructed pyramids as tombs for the 

pharaohs.

- Some of the achievements of the 

Ancient Greeks.

- I can describe similarities and 
differences between some people, events 

and artefacts

studied 

Key Vocabulary:
astronomy: : the study of space,

planets and stars.

civilisation: a group of people with their own 

languages and way of life.

city state: a city and its surrounding area which 

has its own ruler.

hieroglyphics: writing consisting of symbols or 

pictures.

pok-a-tok: a game where large rubber balls were 

aimed at stone hoops. Losers were sometimes 

sacrificed to the gods!

ritual: a religious or solemn ceremony consisting of 

a series of actions performed

according to a set order

sacrifice: an act of slaughtering of an animal or 

human to please a god or gods.

settlement: a place where people live and build 

homes.

temple: a building devoted to the worship of a god 

or gods.

2000 BC The Maya civilisation comes into being in Central America.

300 BC The Mayan temples begin to be built with their city states around them. 

250 AD Mayan Culture starts to thrive- with impressive buildings being built, and 

advancements in their mathematics, astrology and language.

800 AD Chichen Itza becomes the most powerful city.

1000 AD The Maya civilisation begins to decline and leave the cities.

1500 BCE The Spanish arrive in South America and set out to destroy the remaining

elements of Maya civilisation as part of their conquest.

1839 BCE American explorer and writer, John Lloyd Stephens, and British artist,

Frederick Catherwood, explore Copán and other cities including Chichén Itzá, 
reigniting interest in the Maya civilisation.
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Diagrams and Maps

The Mayans lived in 

Central America (which is 

a region inside the 

continent North America).

The Mayans were clever mathematicians and had 

an advanced number system for their time in 

history. They were one of the first civilisations to 

use the number zero !

Where did the Mayans live?

Mayan Numbers

They lived in ‘city states’ 

which were dotted around 

much of Central 

America.

Timeline of different civilisations


