
Year 4 Curriculum Information 

Term 3 
We hope that everyone had a wonderful break  

Welcome to Term 3  

 

English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our English work will be related to our geography topic study on volcanoes. We are reading non-

fiction and fiction texts about volcanoes. Our writing tasks also link to the topic and include 

descriptive writing, an information page, writing in role and a narrative.  We make a link to last 

term’s Romans topic by exploring the story of Pompeii. We will also be using descriptive writing 

techniques to support poetry writing.  

 

Topic (Geography) 

Our topic for this term is called Rumble Tumble. Children will describe and understand key aspects 

of physical geography, including volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis. Children will develop  

geographical skills and fieldwork by using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and 

describe features studied. They will also use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Maths 

We will continue to teach from White Rose, working on multiplication and division, 

and understanding the relationship between them. We also have a unit on Area. 

 

During Year 4, children will be participating in the multiplication test check (MTC). 

This is an online statutory assessment to determine whether pupils are able to 

fluently recall their multiplication tables up to 12, through a set of timed questions. Lots of 



preparation will take place for this and we will also continue to work through the 99 Club. The MTC 

will take place in June.   

 

Science 

For Science this term, our topic is States of Matter. Children will be taught to compare and group 

materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. They will observe that 

some materials change state when heated or cooled, and measure or research the temperature at 

which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C). They will identify the part played by evaporation and 

condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.  

 
Art  

Within art, children will be studying painting skills and the work of Hokusai, a Japanase artist 

famous for painting ‘The Great Wave’.  Children will confidently control types of marks made and 

experiment with different effects and textures inc. blocking in colour, washes and thickened paint 

to create textural effects. They will use light and dark within painting and show understanding of 

complimentary colours, and mix colour, shades and tones with increasing confidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Technology (DT) 

We study structures, including towers, to see how they might be reinforced to withstand an 

earthquake.  

RSHE 

Our work takes place within the ‘My Relationships’ strand. We will help children to understand 

which physical behaviours and contacts are acceptable and unacceptable. Further detail will come to 

you in a separate letter, ahead of these sessions.  

 

Music 

We learn about an orchestra – which instruments feature and how they are organised into 

different musical families. 

 

P.E 

PE takes place on a Tuesday and Thursday. Children should come to school in their PE 

kit on these days. Regular school uniform should be worn on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays. 

Our Thursday sessions will be taught by Grovelands Active staff and we start the 

term with Basketball.   



Religious Education 

We have a Christianity focus, looking at some of the miracles of Jesus.  

Spanish 

We will learn words for colours, animals and adjectives to describe animals. 

Online Safety 

In these sessions, we will help children to distinguish between opinion and fact.  

Computing 

This term, Mr Williams will be teaching the children about programming and using 

Scratch.  

 

Homework 

Homework will be set every Friday online on “Google Classroom”. Your child will have their own login 

for this. 
We ask that the children complete times tables activities on Purple Mash once a week. Children also 

have access to Times Table Rock Stars. This has proven to be very popular with the children and is 

a great fun way to help prepare for the multiplication tables check.  

 

Your child has their log ins for Purple Mash and Times Table Rock Stars. These are stuck in the 

front of their Reading Record book for you to refer to. If any support is required for the use of 

these programmes, please contact your child’s class teacher via email and we will endeavour to help 

you. 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 



 

We also encourage regular reading at home each 

week. Children will come home with their home 

school reading book and a reading record. Please 

remind your child to bring these in on a Monday 

to be checked by their teachers.  Reading is an 

essential learning skill and we expect children to 

be reading for at least 20 minutes each day / 

evening.  Each time your child has read, please 

provide a small comment so we know how they are 

reading at home. Thank you in advance for this!  

In school, the children will choose a reading for 

pleasure book each week. We will continue to 

develop our use of Bedrock Learning, to enhance 

reading comprehension and vocabulary.  

 

 

 

For spelling, we will be testing the children weekly. They will be told which spellings to learn each 

week and these will be tested on a Monday. Children will come home with a spelling book in which 

their spellings are recorded. They can also be found on Google Classroom. Please take time to 

practise these spelling with your child. See the end of the letter for our spelling menu. This will 

give you lots of fun ways to help learn the spellings given.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growth Mindset 

Our whole school learning power for the Spring Term is ‘Seeking out a challenge’  and our 

character that represents that learning behaviour is Sherlock Bones the beagle 

I know that if my work is too easy,  

I’m not learning anything new. 

I have a positive attitude to learning new things. 

I can work outside my comfort zone and take risks. 

I know that mistakes help me improve my learning.  
 



 Learning behaviour in Year 4 

   Our motto is:   

It’s ok if you don’t know 

But it’s not ok if you don’t try!          

Making mistakes help us learn and thoughts help us grow! Encourage your child’s Love of 

Learning by getting them to explore their thought bubble ideas! 

Remind your child that: “I can’t do it,” does not exist. Encourage them to think,  

“I can’t do it…. Yet!” 

Each week the children will be randomly paired up with a new learning partner. This helps to 

develop the children’s relationships with their classmates and ensures that all children are 

involved in whole class discussions.  

 CLASS RULES AND YEAR 4 LEARNING PARTNERS 

The children in each class have agreed some class rules. This helps them to keep their 

behaviour focused on ‘green’ (It’s good to be green!) If the children have shown exceptional 

behaviour or effort in their work they may be awarded ‘silver’ or ‘gold’.  The children will be 

given a silver or gold sticker so you can recognise this when they go home. 

 

Also each week two children from each of the year 4 classes will be chosen as a “Learning 

Partner of the week” and they will receive a certificate linked to the learning power “seeking 

out a challenge”.  

 

We are very much looking forward to an exciting and hard-working term with your children. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us,should you need to. We are here to support your child 

and help in any way we can.  

 

The three Year 4 teachers email addresses are below: 

 

4aw@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk      Miss Hughes 

 

4ma@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk      Mr Andrews 

 

4rm@grovelands.e-sussex.sch.uk      Mr McHugh 
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