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Welcome back to another exciting term of fun and learning in our wonderful Nursery 
setting. Our learning begins with the question ‘What is Love?’ The theme of love lends 
itself to many of the aspects within the developmental areas of learning, in particular 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language, 
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.  
 
The children will be invited to share their thoughts relating to the feelings of love. They 
will be encouraged to link similarities within their family experiences and explore creative 
ways to express love using colour, words and song. The children will have an opportunity 
to perform their ideas, during the last week of the term; please look at the table below. 
An email will be sent out to remind all parents and carers, closer to the date. 
 
The children will be introduced to some key texts by Todd Parr, which will enable them to 
gain a greater insight into how emotions are linked to their feelings and the different 
ways in which feelings can be expressed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All planning for learning is centred upon the development of children’s, speaking, 

listening and understanding and is the ‘vehicle’ for all personalised and continuous 

provision. Our Nursery staff understand the power of sensory play as a key component to 

the development of processing thinking, alongside practising vocabulary and new 

understanding. 

Sensory Play                                                                                                                               

Sensory play is essential to the development of processing new learning and assists 

greatly in strengthening children’s memory and recall. The children engage in a rich and 

varied range of sensory experiences, which strongly supports the development of their 

language skills. We encourage lots of messy play which can lead to lots of messy hands, 

faces and sweatshirts!   

Communication and Language 
This term the children will continue to 
- Increase and use new vocabulary in spoken sentences 
- Use more complex sentences to link thoughts 
- Understand, practise and apply concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, 
sound, shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number 
- Recall experience, facts and stories 
- Practise using language expressively; key phrase in stories/ spoken thoughts 
- Understand and answer questions  
- Practise asking questions – link to ‘bring a pet’ week 
- Describe feelings/ textures/ objects 
- Practise and apply positional vocabulary 
- Greater interaction and engagement; working with/alongside other children 
 

Sensory play; exploring vocabulary  linked to texture/ concept words using flour, water, 
foam, sand, dough, ice, rice, pasta, jelly, bubbles, cereals etc.       
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
                                                                                                                                                
Relationships 
- How can we help our friends and/or ourselves to feel better? 
- Who helps us, when we are feeling unhappy or poorly?  
- How can we help ourselves/ pets stay well?  
- Belly breathing and meditation 
 
Key Texts:                                                                                                                                                      
- Hug      
- Hug machine 
- Be a friend 
 
- Turn taking 
- Friendships 
- Giving praise to our friends 
- Looking after each other 
 
- Let’s pretend spaces:  
- role play baskets/ vets/ pet shop        
- small world play 
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory 



Physical Development 
- Develop physical skills: spatial awareness/ speed/ control/ balance/ direction/ travel/ 
tracking/ throwing/catching/ team games 
- Refining movements 
- Greater control in using and manipulating large/small equipment 
- tripod (pencil) grip 
- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily                                                                                                               
- Mark making/ drawing / pictorial representation                                                                                                                                                  
- Sensory play; sensations/ textures                                                                                                                                           
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                               
- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                                           
- Scissors: cut, snip, shape                                                                                                                                                  
- Rip, tear, thread, join, stick, tie, scrunch, smudge,  
  rub, mould, shape, squash, pat                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
- Build and balance                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
- Dough Disco/ Write Dance                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Literacy 
The children are making amazing progress with learning their letter sounds with actions 
are beginning to recognise and link corresponding letters. This term the children will 
continue applying their literacy skills by practising  
 
Letters and sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
- Revisit letters: s, a, t, p, n, b, c, d, l 
- New sounds: m, v, h, u, g, f  
- Alliteration: I Spy bags  
- Common nouns/guess the noun/ plurals 
- Syllables   
- Rhyming words 
- Coordinating conjunction; and 
- Adjectives 
- Robot arms: CVC words 
- Names for groups of objects; vehicles, vegetables, fruit, dinosaurs etc.   
 
Reading - page turners!                                                                                                                       

- Interest and understanding from pictures                                                                                                

- Recall favourite texts and rhymes                                                                                                                               

- Sequencing; pictures, story structure                                                                                                    

- Puppet role play; practise key phrase from texts                                                                                             

- Story telling baskets 

Writing - ideas in abstract form…                                                                                                                    

- Mark making and pictorial representation                                                                                                                  

- Contextual play writing                                                                                                                                                   

- Letter formation                                                                                                                                                          

- Write Dance; squiggle whilst you wiggle - flipper flappers 

 

 

 



Maths 
The children will continue to develop their number skills using the following 
Concrete/Pictorial 
- Oral/ 1-1 counting using objects of interest 
- Place value: organise Numicon into staircase formation/ order picture/ dot cards 
representing value 
- Number songs and rhymes: begin to develop less/more concept using ten bars/ pegs/ 
coat hanger; children to… 
 *explain what’s happening as objects are added; more 
 *explain what’s happening as objects are removed; less  
- Distinguish between groups of objects showing more and less  
- Exploring size concepts: measuring length/height  
- Number songs and rhymes 
- Vets/ Pet shop: playing with money/ counting coins 
Shape, Space and Measure 
- Sort/group/match/ classify objects using one/two different criteria 
- Exploring repeating patterns: 2 pattern sequences using colour/ physical actions  
- Naming/ organising shapes 2D/3D 
- Complete puzzles 
 

Understanding the World                                                                                                           

Share experiences and ideas linked to                                                                                                            

- Ourselves/ pets                                                                                                                                             

- Families / home                                                                                                                                   

- Healthy lifestyle                                                                                                                                              

- Cooking                                                                                                                                                   

- Bring a pet to school! (see below for dates)                                                                                                                                                            

- Use technology                                                                                                                                                 

- Weather/Climate/ Seasons/Months/Days of the week 

Forest School Visits 
Two of our Nursery practioners have taken on the role of leading forest school sessions to 
support and enhance children’s physical experiences and imaginative play through 
learning with nature. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expressive Arts and Design                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Explore a wide range of media/ tools/ techniques/ processes                                                        

Manipulate materials; shaping, forming, joining, organising and representing ideas:             

- hearts                                                                                                                                                    

- stain glass window pictures                                                                                                              

- decorating cookies                                                                                                                             

- salt dough shapes                                                                                                                                

- pattern                                                                                                                                                                 

- animal footprints                                                                                                                                    

- water colour blocks                                                                                                                                   

- big painting                                                                                                                                           

- vegetable prints                                                                                                                                   

- building: junk modelling/ 3D shape wooden blocks                                                                     

- Texts and Songs inspired by Emily Arrow                                                                                                   

Emily Arrow creates literature inspired music for children, cultivating an appreciation and 

love for singing, song writing and literature. The children in our Nursery are familiar with 

many of the stories and songs sung by Emily; she has a website should you wish to 

explore her music, stories and songs at home, with your children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 

Special Events Dates 

Bring a Pet to School 
 

27th January - 31st January 2020 
Parent/s and Carers are welcome to bring 
a family pet into school for their child to 
show and tell, at the beginning of each 
morning and afternoon session 
throughout this week. 
 

Expressions of Love 
 

10th - 14th February 2020 
Parent/s and Carers are welcome to stay 
and watch their child perform, at the 
beginning of each morning and afternoon 
session throughout this week. 
 

  
 

 


