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This is a particularly exciting time of year and our planned learning will enable your children to 
explore new ideas, share knowledge, experience and develop greater understanding of what 
happens during winter time and how people celebrate cultural festivities. To begin with, the 
children will develop their skills, by exploring sounds and colour linked to the celebration of 
bonfire night and then lead onto learning about nocturnal animals and night time. The 
children will meet Sarah, Percy and Bill in the delightful story of the Owl Babies. A bit later in 
the term, the children will learn the story of The Christmas Hat; this story explores ideas linked 
to camouflage and the importance of animals keeping safe, in the natural world. We have a 
busy term ahead; all important dates linked to events are listed on the last page below. 
 

 
Communication and Language 

All planning for learning is centred upon the development of children’s, speaking, listening and 
understanding and is the ‘vehicle’ for all personalised and continuous provision. Our Nursery staff 
understand the power of sensory play as a key component to the development of processing thinking, 
alongside practising vocabulary and new understanding. 

 

Sensory Play 
Sensory play is essential to the development of processing new learning and assists greatly in 
strengthening children’s memory and recall. The children engage in a rich and varied range of sensory 
experiences, which strongly supports the development of their language skills. We encourage lots of 
messy play which can lead to lots of messy hands, faces and sweatshirts!   
 

 

  



 
Literacy Skills 

 
Letters and Sounds 
The children in our Nursery school are such amazing learners and show great enthusiasm to want to 
learn new sounds, letters, words and their different meanings. 
 
So far, the children have practised and learnt ‘s’ ‘a’ ‘t’ ‘c’  and continue to show such wonderful 
independence to get themselves involved in new literacy experiences.  
 
The children are beginning to make greater links between their active learning and applying this to 
using alliteration to create little rhymes. All of the rhymes practised so far have been sung to the 
familiar tune of ‘skip to my lou’. An example of learning the letter ‘s’ can be given where the children 
practised snipping spaghetti, snapping sticks, scooping rice, squeezing strawberries and spinach.  
 
                                  
                                  This term the children will begin by exploring the letter   
                                          ‘b’ through the use of blowing and playing with  
                                          balloons, painting with blue, melting ice balls to find   
                                          blue beads for threading, bubble painting and popping, 
                                          counting and sorting bears, belly breathing, to name  
                                          but a few activities. They will also listen to wonderful  
                                          picture book stories; ‘Balloon’ by Jez Albourough 
                                         and ‘The Blue Balloon’ by Mick Inkpen.                                                        

 
 
Reading  
The children are beginning to handle books with greater care and confidence and are developing a real 
love for stories They organise their thoughts and ideas through the use of pictures, real objects and are 
keen to share their ideas, taking turns in speaking and listening.  The children have access to a wide 
variety of texts which enable them to develop an awareness and understanding of word structure, 
repetition, pattern, rhyme and rhythm, whilst learning new and unfamiliar words in different contexts.  
 
Page turners…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please remember to return chosen story books back to our Nursery each day 
 
 



The Journey of Early Writing - Write Dance 
 
          Flipper Flappers!     
                                                           The children independently select and use our ‘home made’  
                                                            flipper flappers to practise different movement shapes, whilst    
                                                            listening to music. They also learn how to change the size of a     
                                                           ‘flipper flapper’ by  folding the square into a half and then into    
                                                            a quarter; never a missed opportunity for learning in our  
                                                            Nursery!                   

 
What is Write Dance? 
Write Dance is an early writing program which introduces music, songs and suggested movements that 
develop gross motor coordination. It helps children work on their coordinated mark-making skills in a 
fun and imaginative way, using movement to help make the shapes they will eventually need to write 
in their given language. 
 
The original concept was developed by Ragnhild Oussoren, a Norwegian/Swedish graphologist based in 
the Netherlands. Her experience showed that children develop handwriting skills when they have well 
developed gross motor movements, and particularly when they are able to make movements using 
both hands to cross what is known as the ‘midline’. The midline is a vertical line that we can imagine 
passing just in front of our bodies, from the tops of our heads to the floor between our feet. 

 
Shonette Bason-Wood inspired our Nursery staff to develop ‘squiggle whilst you wiggle’ into our daily 
practice. The children use ‘flipper flappers’ during our dance sessions and then transfer movement 
shapes into mark making. 
 
Please visit links below to watch a demonstration and for further information  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU 
Squiggle whilst you wiggle The journey of early writing. By Shonette Bason - PDF 

 
Curriculum and Learning 

 
Communication and Language 
- Understand, practise and apply in context concept words linked to quality, colour, properties, sound, 
shape, size, movement, quality, space, time and number (levels 1 and 2) 
- Grammatical composition of spoken sentences including a range of tenses/ increased vocabulary 
- Positional vocabulary 
- Rhyme 
- Expressive use of language; key phrases in stories 
- Greater interaction for engagement 
- Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and 
anticipate what might happen next 
- Recall and relive past experiences; facts and stories 
- Increased understanding and answering of questions 
- Learn friends names 
- Increased number of nursery rhymes and songs 
- Use talk in pretending that objects stand for something else 
in play 
- Sensory play; exploring vocabulary  linked to texture/ concept words using flour, water, foam, sand, 
dough, ice, rice, pasta, jelly, bubbles, cereals etc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptFAL-eSvxU
https://docplayer.net/25519656-Squiggle-whilst-you-wiggle-the-journey-of-early-writing-by-shonette-bason.html


Physical Development 
- Physical challenges 
- Refining movements 
- Greater control in using large/small equipment 
- tripod (pencil) grip 
- Chopping and eating fruit and vegetables daily                                                                                                               
- Mark making/ drawing / pictorial representation                                                                                                                                                  
- Sensory play; sensations/ textures                                                                                                                                           
- Small scale: scoop, pour and fill                                                                                                                                               
- Pots: twist, flip, pull, push                                                                                                                                                           
- Scissors: cut, snip, shape                                                                                                                                                  
- Rip, tear, thread, join, stick, tie, scrunch, smudge,  
  rub, mould, shape, squash, pat                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
- Movement: spatial, body awareness and control                                                                                                                           
- Build and balance                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
- Dough Disco/ Write Dance                                                                                                                                                                             
- Directional/ positional vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Empathy 
- Link feelings and emotions with empathy  
- Puppets, stories, masks and pictures to show/discuss how characters feel             
- Playing group games 
 
Key Texts:                                                                                                                                                                       
- Owl babies                                                                                                                                                                   
- Dogger                                                                                                                                                                            
- Alfie gets in first 

 
Friendships:                                                                                                                                                                  
- Turn taking 
- Making friendships 
- Giving praise to our friends 
- Let’s pretend spaces: role play/ small world                                                                                               
                                        
Mindfulness: 
- Quiet room: calm/ sensory 
- Belly breathing / focus and attention to being in the moment 
- Emily Arrow songs 
- Yoga 
- Hand massage 

 



 

Literacy  
- Letters & Sounds: Phase 1 and 2 
- Recognise letter shapes linking sounds  

- Recognise and name common nouns  
- Develop rhyme: words and objects 
- Syllables; clapping  
- Alliteration; create songs and rhymes  
- I Spy bags 
- Plurals; more than one - objects 
Use and Apply 
- Name common nouns/ plurals 
- Alliteration songs & rhymes  
- Syllables 
- Rhyming words 
- Find objects beginning with…. 

 
Reading - page turners! 
- Interest and understanding from pictures 
- Recall favourite texts and rhymes 
- Sequencing; pictures, story structure 
- Puppet role play; practise key phrase from texts  
- Story telling baskets 
 

Writing - ideas in abstract form… 
- Mark making and pictorial representation                                                                                                                  
- Contextual play writing 
- Letter formation 
- Write Dance; squiggle whilst you wiggle - flipper flappers! 
 

 
Maths 
Concrete 
- Oral counting: finding and moving objects of interest 
- Ten bars/ frames/ pots/ containers 
- Count physical movements and sounds 
- Show and tell: value; collect objects of interest 
- Match corresponding amounts; objects to Numicon 
- Place value: organise Numicon into staircase formation/ order picture/ dot cards representing value 
- Subertising: dot cards 
- Recognise patterns; colour, shape, sounds and objects 
- Number songs and rhymes; begin to develop less/more concept; ten bars/ pegs /coat hanger  
- Naming/ organising shapes 2D/3D 
- Complete puzzles 
- Explore size, weight and length concepts 
- Sort/group/match/ classify objects; describe sorting to identify ‘same’ and ‘different’ 
Pictorial: 
- Use marks to represent number ideas: comparing value, counting and calculating 
- Ten bars and ten frames 

 



Understanding the World 
- Winter time 
- Special times and Celebrations 
- Use everyday technology 
- Weather/Climate/ Seasons/Months/Days of the week 
 
Key texts: 
- Alfie’s Christmas 
- Is it Christmas? 
- Dear Santa 
- Nativity story: Little Owl and the Star         
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
- Texts and Songs inspired by Emily Arrow 

- Explore a wide range of media/ tools/techniques/ processes                       

- Manipulating materials; shaping, forming, joining, organising and representing ideas 

- Fireworks! 

- Big painting 

- Printing 

- Leaf hedgehogs 

- Dangling bats 

- Pine cone owls 

- Christmas decorations               

- Building: junk modelling/ 3D shape wooden blocks 

 

 
Parent Evening Dates 

 
The Nursery staff will be conducting two evening sessions in which you are welcome to attend 
and meet with your child’s key worker, to discuss learning and progress. Please ask your 
child’s key worker and organise your preferred time slot.   
 

Date Time 

Monday 25th November 2019 4pm - 5.15pm 

Wednesday 27th November 2019 4pm - 5.15pm 
 

 
Other Important Dates 

 
You will receive additional information with regards to the events listed below from the 
Nursery staff and/or at the school office. 

 

Date Event 

Thursday 7th November 2019 Nursery Photos (without siblings) 

Thursday 21st November 2019   School Photos (with siblings) 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th November 2019 Christmas Decoration Week  

Tuesday 10th December 2019 Christmas Performance 

 
 



 


