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Glossary – Working document. 

Biome A large community of plants and animals found in areas of the world with similar soils and climates, such as the tropical rainforest. 
Climate zone This is a large area with a similar climate. The day-to-day weather patterns are averaged over a long period of time (many years) to arrive at the climate. There are 

three major climate zones: the tropical climate is hot; the polar climate is cold; and the temperate climate is neither very hot nor very cold. 
Fieldwork All work beyond the immediate classroom environment, from the school corridor, school grounds and immediate surroundings to further afield. 
Geographical 
Information System 
(GIS) 

A way of representing digital data that enables layers of information to be added to a simple base map. Geographical skills Map work, using atlases and globes, 
visual communication using images and a focus on enquiry questions, are some of the skills that are central to good primary practice. 

Human geography The study of the different features of the Earth’s surface created by people. Such features include buildings, cities, transport routes, trade and countries. 
Latitude and 
longitude 

These are imaginary lines used to show position on the Earth’s surface. 
Lines of latitude are parallel to the Equator – they never meet. They are numbered from 0° at the Equator going north or south to 90° at the Poles. The key lines  of 
latitude are the Equator, which divides the world into two hemispheres – north and south; the Tropic of Cancer at 23.5° north of the Equator; the Tropic of 
Capricorn at 23.5° south of the Equator; the Arctic Circle 66.5° north; the Antarctic Circle 66.5° south. 
Lines of longitude are of equal length and go from Pole to Pole. They are numbered from 0° at the Prime Meridian (which goes through Greenwich, in London)  east 
or west until they meet at 180° on the International Date Line, which runs through the Pacific Ocean. 

Local area A small area that often loosely corresponds with the school catchment area. 
Locational awareness The ability to recognise and locate different places around the world, such as countries, cities, rivers and mountains. Physical geography The study of the physical 

and natural components on or at the Earth’s surface including rocks, soils, natural resources, oceans, mountains, rivers, climate,  vegetation and animals apart from 
human beings. 

Plan perspectives Plans are usually drawn from above and represent smaller areas than maps. 
Processes. Physical processes occur in the natural environment such as erosion or the wearing away of a riverbank by a river. Human processes occur in the human 

environment as a result of people’s actions, e.g. migration – the movement of people from one place to another; trade – the movement of goods from one place to 
another. 

Quantitative skills Ways of representing and interpreting data in tables, charts, diagrams and other interpretative methods. 
Region Regions vary in size but are in viewed in curriculum terms as larger than the local area, but smaller than a country (e.g. the Alps). 
Settlement A place where people live. These vary in size – from hamlet to village, town, and city – and function, e.g. a seaside town, an industrial town. 
Spatial variations Differences between places such as landscape, climate, housing and settlement patterns. 
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Year 1 

Year 1 Areas of Study/Topics 
A trip around the world  
-Seasonal changes 
-physical characteristics of hot and cold places 
-location of places on a globe 
Danger at sea  
-coastal features 
-Identify sea/land on maps 
-Fieldwork 
During Terms 1 & 3 
-Name and locate my local town including places of importance to me e.g. home, school. 
-Observe and describe the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
-Map work 
Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
I can name and locate my local town including places of importance to me 
e.g. home, school.  
I can understand how some places are linked to other places e.g. roads and 
trains. 
I can investigate my surroundings. 
I can name the four countries of the United Kingdom. 
 

I can observe and describe the human and physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom. 
I can name, describe and compare familiar places 
I can link my home with other places in my local community, e.g. shop, 
school, leisure centre, park. 
I can talk about some present changes that are happening in Hailsham or at 
school. 
I can suggest ideas for improving the school environment. 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
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I can describe seasonal weather changes. 
 
I can use basic Geographical vocabulary to refer to physical features of my 
school and its grounds and of the surrounding environment. 
 
I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features 
(inc beach, forest, hill, sea, river, season, weather) 
 
I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features (inc 
city, town, farm, house, shop). 
 

I can use maps, atlases and globes to identify the continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage (e.g. can you see ocean? Can you see land?)  
I can use locational and directional language (e.g., near and far, left and 
right) to describe the location of features and routes on maps. 
I can draw picture maps from imaginary places and stories. 
I can use photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise simple picture maps. 
I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 
of my school and its grounds. 
I can use simple geographical questions e.g. What is it like to live in this 
place? 
I can use simple maps of the local area e.g. large scale pictoral.  

 

Year 2 

Year 2 Areas of Study/Topics 
Colossal Castles and Noble Knights 
-Human features of a City 
Creatures of the night 
-coast, forest 
-seasons 
-weather 
Land of the rising sun – Japan  
-contrasting non-European country 
-physical features mountain, rivers 
Walking with Dinosaurs 
-Continents 
-Oceans 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
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I can name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
I can name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
 

I can understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a non-European country. 
E.g. Hailsham and an area of Japan. 
I can make simple comparisons about different places. 
 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Identify seasonal/daily weather patterns in the UK and the location 
of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and the 
North and South poles. 
I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical 
features (inc cliff, coast, mountain, ocean, soil, valley, vegetation) 
 
I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human 
features (inc village, factory, office, port, harbour). 
 
 

I can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries. 
I can use simple compass directions (North, East, South and West), to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
I can use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features. 
I can devise a simple map and use and construct basic symbols in a 
key. 
I can draw a map of a real place known to me (e.g. school, journey to 
school) 
I can use fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human 
and physical features of the schools surrounding areas.  
I can use picture books, pictures and stories as sources of information. 
 

Year 3 

Year 3 Areas of Study/Topics 
Amazing Adventures and Mysterious Maps  
Physical & human geography including key topographical features; understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
-Fieldwork & mapping skills 
-European Countries and cities 
Discovering Egypt  
- Climate Zones 
What can we learn from the Egyptians? 



Geography Progression of Skills 

5 
 

-Rivers and trade routes-rivers and trade routes 
-settlements 
-land use linked to agriculture and soils 
 Stone Age Britain  
-land use linked to agriculture and soils 
-settlements 
Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
I can name and locate countries, counties and cities of the UK.  
I can investigate the countries of the UK to identify geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics. 
I can investigate the countries of the UK to identify their key 
topographical features (in hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a region of the UK. 

• I can understand why there are similarities and differences 
between places in the UK. 

• To develop an awareness of how places relate to each other 
e.g. relationships between locations e.g. residential, 
agriculture, industrial. 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
Physical geography including key topographical features (inc hills, 
mountains, coasts, rivers) and land patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time. 

• I can identify physical and human features of the given 
locality. (Hailsham/East Sussex) 

• I can explain weather patterns around the UK and parts of 
Europe.  

• I can describe the types of settlements in modern Britain: 
villages, towns, cities and land use within the UK. 

 
 

I can understand and use a widening range of geographical terms – 
meander, floodplain, location, industry, transport, settlement, water 
cycle etc. 
I can ask and respond to geographical questions, e.g. Describe the 
landscape. Why is it like this? How is it changing? What do you think 
about that? What do you think it might be like if this continues? 
I can analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons 
between locations using aerial photos/pictures such as populations, 
temperatures. 
I can use fieldwork to observe measure and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
I can use fieldwork instruments e.g. camera, rain gauge. 
I can use 4 compass points to follow or give directions 
I can use letter numbers or 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features 
on a map. 
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I can begin to use the 8 compass points 
I can try to make a map of a short route that I have experienced with 
the features in the correct order 
I know why a key is needed. 
I can use standard symbols on the OS map 
I can use a junior atlas 
I can identify features on aerial photographs 
I can record findings from fieldtrips. 
Select views to photograph and add titles and labels and location 
information. 
I can use contents and index pages within atlases. 
I can recognise the world map as a flattened globe. 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 Areas of Study/Topics 
Romans versus Celts  
-British Geography 
Rumble Tumble  
-Volcanos, Earthquakes & Tsunamis 
Where the River Meets the Sea  
-rivers of the world 
Down and Alp  
-Human and physical geography of the South Downs and the Italian Alps 
Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
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Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (inc the 
location of Russia) concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries and other major cities. 
I can recognise the different shapes of the continents. 
I can identify where countries are within Europe, including Russia. 
I can recognise that people have differing qualities of life living in different 
locations and environments. 
I can Identify the position and significance of Equator, N. and S. 
Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a region in the United Kingdom and 
region in a European country. 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Describe and understand key aspects of : 
Physical geography including: 

•  Volcanoes and earthquakes, looking at plate tectonics.  
• Rivers and the water cycle. 

Human geography including: 
• Distribution of natural resources focussing on minerals and water. 

 
 
 

I am confident using the 8 compass points. 
I can use 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features on a map. 
I can make a simple scale drawing. 
I can follow a route on a large scale map e.g. While Orienteering. 
I can begin to match boundaries e.g. find the boundary of a country. 
I can draw a sketch map from a high point of view. 
I can use large scale OS maps 
I can use map sites on the internet 
Use a simple database to present findings from fieldwork 
Draw an annotated sketch from observation including labels and 
description 
Add titles and labels and location information. 
I can confidently use an atlas. 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 Areas of Study/Topics 
Ropes and Railway  
-Plan view Map 
-Points of a compass 
Smashing Saxons 
-OS Maps 
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African Adventure  
- Compare a region in UK with a region in Africa, with significant differences and similarities. 
Space Oddity 
- Hemispheres, latitudes, longitudes. 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
I can identify the position and significance of latitude/longitude and the 
Greenwich Meridian and basic time zones. 
I can identify the location of: capital cities of countries in the British Isles 
and the UK, seas around the UK, European Union countries with high 
populations and large areas and the largest cities in each continent.  
On a world map locate the main countries in Africa, Asia and 
Australasia/Oceania. Identify their main environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, and major cities. 
I know about the wider context of places e.g. county, region and country. 

I can compare a region in UK with a region in Africa, Asia or Oceania with 
significant differences and similarities. 
 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Describe and understand key aspects of : 
Physical geography  

• Mountains 
Human geography  

• Distribution of natural resources including energy and food 
(production and consumption). 

Understand how humans effect the environment over time. 
 
 

I can choose to use the 8 compass points when comparing location. 
Explore features on an OS Map using 6 figure grid references. 
I can begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based on my own data. 
I can draw a sketch map using symbols and a key 
I can recognise and use OS symbols 
I can use atlas symbols 
I can compare maps with aerial photos 
I can select a map for a particular purpose e.g. Atlas to find Taiwan. An OS 
map to find a particular local village. 
I can follow a short route on an OS map and describe features shown. 
I can measure straight line distances on a plan. 
I can find/recognise places on maps of different scale e.g. River Nile. 
I can draw a plan view map. 
I can use graphs to display data collected. 

Year 6 

Year 6 Areas of Study/Topics 
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Carnival 
-Compare a region in UK with a region in N. or S. America with significant differences and similarities. 
Revel in the rainforest 
Physical geography, including:  
-climate zones 
-biomes 
-vegetation belts. 
Human geography: 
Economic activity including trade links. (fair and unfair trade) 
From Empire to Commonwealth 
-Countries of the commonwealth 
-natural resources 
-trade 
From Empire to Commonwealth 
-Study of Antarctica linked to Shackleton 
-Identify the position, significance and key features or the arctic and Antarctic circle 
Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge 
I can locate the main countries in North or South America and locate and 
name principal cities within these countries concentrating on 
environmental region key human/physical characteristics, countries and 
major cities. 
I can identify the position, significance and key features or the arctic and 
Antarctic circle 

I can compare a region in UK with a region in N. or S. America with 
significant differences and similarities. 
I can understand some of the reasons for these similarities and differences. 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
Physical geography, including:  

• climate zones 
• biomes 
• Vegetation belts. 

Human geography: 
• Economic activity including trade links. (fair and unfair trade) 

Know about changes to world environments over time. 

I can begin to use 6 figure grid references using latitude and longitude on 
atlas maps. 
I can begin to draw plans of increasing complexity. 
I can use atlases to find out about other features of places e.g. wettest  
part of the world, mountain regions, weather patterns. 
I can use lines of longitude and latitude on maps 
I can use a scale to measure distances. 
I can use maps and plans of a range of scales. 
I can draw a plan view map with some accuracy. 
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I understand why people seek to manage and sustain their 
environment. 
 
 

I can select appropriate methods of data collection such as interviews. 
I can use a database to interrogate and amend information collected. 
I can evaluate the quality of evidence collected and suggest improvements 
I can use sketches as evidence in an investigation.  
I can annotate my sketches and describe and explain geographical 
processes and patterns. 
I can use photographic evidence in my investigations and evaluate the 
usefulness of the images. 

 


